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MAZEY EDDINGS

Which also makes me feel old because he's only twenty-one

and I'm a haggard twenty-seven navigating life without health

insurance or a clue.

"Would you also say you're a Kraft Single ready to min-

gle?" I volley back in my deadpan, dead-soul voice that got me

this job of "acting" miserable on the internet while talking to

beautiful people.

Unfortunately, my stupid joke doesn't land. Not even in

a way that we can turn into a "Hot celeb stares in disbelief

and confusion at Eva Kitt's ridiculous question" that garners

us shareable moments, Instead, Harry looks at me with an

expression that's equal measures pained, confused, and blank,

and I'm left wondering if I should take up a religion that be -

Iieves in confession and repentance just so I can be absolved

of how fucking pathetic this all is.

After a reset and replaced hot dogs we have to eat half

of for continuity purposes, I hit him with, "We'd be Gouda

togethel, don't you think?"

Prepared for the final joke, Harry doesn't give a truly hon-

est reaction, but he's a good sport, shock and humor playing

out in spades across his handsome face. It's a performance

convincing enough that when he looks me in the eyes and says,

"Don't toy with me if you aren't serious. You might just break

my heart if this is a joke," I know viewers will eat it up and

spread wildfire gossip about us.

"That's awrap," Aida, my producer/guardian angel/best

friend, calls after I take the last bite of my room-temperature

weenie .

This is the extent of my love life: Iukewarm hot dogs under

WELL. ACTUALLY

glaring studio lights, some contrived fljrty baur,
too yoLlns for rne, and us hugginu brieflY at ri
lic about how much fun lve had chattins, then :

fbrel'er . . . C)r until his carcer stagnates and it,
rvith rne again to respar.k runlor"s alclund c_,r.u :

telvielv.

How shocking that I walk home alone.
lVcll, not fully abne. Aida keeps rre compan\ -

blocks of'our commutes, her to Hell,s Kitchen. r.nr

irast Siclc.

"That n,ent really rvcll, I think,,, she sarr. :

seli'tJran me) as she {irriouslv tvpes an email , :

rcsponds to a text. and somehow [tanages ro p
relfie to her stot-\, findins the onll- slice of sur-.
clrcary October da,r,; the ra1's highlightine.her li:,r.
and the smattering of'freckles across her nose .. -

sofile sort of et]rercal crcature. 'fhe r,r,oman i: ll_.
the hustle, and that includes knowing her. ang,,.-
glcilt suest. \\'e'll push this one hzrrd on social. i
\\.r'lrc a lot olrnt.:me-able mclments in there.''

"\'erah, some real disruptive .journalistic .:.
\I1'roicc is as dark as the quesrionablc pudoi.
splash tlrrough lvhile crossing the street. ',Car:'.

Pulitzer."

Aida rolls her eycs. "Your.declication ro {rL.-.
ncws and truth telling was cute rvhen y,ou had :r.rii
live'of}, but nlaybe tone dotvn the angst. \\'e're gc.

tleate this fluf]. Relativcly decently,, I might adcl

I scofl'bur li:t it go. N,Iy paychcck rvoulcl b.
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1"1 AZEY EDDINGS

comfortabie in a small Midwestern town, but in New York,

it makes splurging on silly little treats-which, granted, is a

daily self-care measure in the form of Diet Cokes and lattes-
come with a splash of financial panic. Just enough to keep

things spicy.

We both chugged through college and grad school with

the naive idealism afforded to students, but real life kicked us

in the teeth as soon as we got a glimpse of our debt-repayment

plans. She's handled it with a much stiffer upper Iip than I
have.

My listlessness must be palpable to Aida, because she grabs

me by the shoulders at her subway stop, giving me a little rattle

before smooshing my cheeks between her palms and placing a

rough kiss to my forehead.

"Everything's okay," she says, making me hold her gaze

as she gives me another shake. "Satirically interviewing low-

level celebrities over hot dogs wasn't your dream career . . . so

lvhat? You're at least in the field you want to work in, even if
it's a different beat."

I go to argue) but she cuts me off
"You don't have to have it all settled and perfect. Life

marches forward regardless of your plans, babe. Soundbites

is a decent media outlet, one you could work your way up in

to start covering topics you actually care about. PIus you have

your column thingy. That's growing, right?"

I nod, deciding to spare her the bleak reality of my latest

creative endeavor. I started posting a recurring column on

a platform called Babble after reading about some frenetic

twenty-year-old whose writing career took off on the site

WELL, ACTUALLY

from her pieces about living with ADHI). 'Ihe 
r

eavc blogsinq a Gen 7, t-acelift, mersins the ]

Pinteresr, Reddit, and Jivitter (in its golden ase .

runs the garnllt from aesthetic pics to crurent e\.enr

of shitposts in between.

I pr-rt out nt1, column, "Un]ikc1ble," r.r,eek\ ,

in digestibb segments on \\,o[ren's issues ranginc
tion to pop cultr-rre lvith a. fair amount of internarr,

too. While most news impactine womert rilngc\ rl

clorvnrieht disgracelirl o1'late. I trv to end ever-r

touch of optinrism glimmers ol'humor anci hl,
I can.

It djd well at first. gaining about ibur hnncL.c
in the first fbrv u.eeks admittecllv modest ltv r-n;ut

but I r.tas shor:ked-- and I stupidlv starled lanro,
rlhat it could become: maybe adding an atrcir ,

rvhere I intervieu.atrlhors ztnd activists. Har c cc,l-
special guest posts until I top the engascnteni .
iponsorships and monetization deals while har r.
o{'Iieelancc eiss {br all mv dream publicati,-.,n.,

But it stagnatcd and is norv on a clorr-nrrar.,..

rne-agement I eet, especiall,v from screen,.hori.:
cross-post to othcr soc.ial rnetdia platlbrnrs. is trl.r
lamiliar r,r.ith my role on Sausage Zdll takine t,r ri.
aud askins me to deepthroat ar m),riad of phallic-.:.

"Stop acting like all 1.clur clrea.ms need to b..

befbre you'\,c even had zr chant:e to strirre for rr

,colds.

"Stop bering so reasonable, it's killins mr r-ib,.
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MAZEY EDDINGS

She smiles, giving my cheek a light smack. "Eva Kitt, you're

the next Anderson Cooper, I can feel it. You're already half
way there with your hair." She fluffs my platinum-bleached

tresses.

I roll my eyes, face twisting into a sour grin. I'm delu-

sional, but not that delusional, "Whatever you say."

"That's the dispassionate spirit! See you later, dickhead,"

She jogs down the stairs to catch her train.

Ducking my chin against a sharp autumn breeze,I trudge

the remaining blocks to my building. I huffup the five flights

to my matchbox-sized apartment, stripping offmy scarf and

coat and dropping them to the floor as I flick on all the lights.

My place, which at one time felt significant and special to

early-twenties-me, is sad and pitiful in the tepid October eve-

ning light. The popcorn walls are stale gtly, a color that art-

fully reflects my sense of self, and my hand-me-down furniture

isn't as quaint as it once was. When you're nearing thirty, with-

out the automatic confidence boost of fuily beingand embracing

and louing thirty, your thrifted, cigarette-and-vanilla-scented

velvet green couch isn't the hipster, art-nouveau centerpiece

you thought it was.

I've technically lived alone in my cramped one-bedroom

since college, but it's only within the past year or so that I've

actually felt lonely. Those first few years after graduating were

filled with a restless hope shared among my friends, a stream

of them crashing on my couch for months at a time as they

waded from one situation to another until they found their

footing.

I didn't even pretend to be annoyed at having squatters.

I loved coming home to Donna stretched out on my carpet,

WELL, ACTUALLY

r:r'ystals and tarot cards fluns around trer as she.d
me about an cners-v shi{t or nelv reading for thc
u.ith a dranra-filled Grindr incident hcd relar
firls of takeout. Evcn Aid:r had a not_so_pur_rosci
unemployment bclbrc Soundbites wherr: shc,cl .
t\vecn manicalJy cleaninu m,v tlly apartlnent ar,,.

nrv couch, Despite her cloutl ol't:stlessness) e\1,1.\

rup havine a giddy, slumber-party fbel for the sir
stayr:d with me.

Ilut Donna migratcd upstate rvherc thc t,ner.q,,

and Ra1, truly lound The C)nes and mor.ecl to eLrr
rhror-rple and some sourcloush slarters, and .\ic];
\\:1\. up to media producetr, eventualll. qcrtinQ ::
gig lor the celebrities and entertainment sccrir,)rl
.Lrpposcd to trc tempor.arv that someh()\1. nroi:rl
-hoving dick-esque loocls in mv mouth and our, .:
llts nty misr:r1, for laughs.

Bu1 even as my friends stepped into zrdulrhoor-
rr fi:lt okav. I alr,vays had a relationship, or at i(.ii
.hip, to fill my aparrment with nciise ancl comp.,:.

I-ana, who I started seeing around thc tir.n_ _\

It tt placc, was great, ']'he love ol'rn1. alternarr,_..
)hu rvasn't a belit:vcr in monc.rgamy,, and n.hile i r:

io be chill fbr thc eisht rnrinths rvc dated. nrr ..

:rrezk didn't plav r,r,ell r.vith an opcn relationshqr \
rrrt oLll'breakup lclr months of crnotionerllr.charg_

:rur she evcntually mot,ccl out wcst. l"n,,irro ,,,,-,

:iluisecl and rny booty call-less,

Cal lvas next, a finance bro r,rho I u,asted or t,r
BLrt -s1ill, even an annovine talking herad in nr,
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MAZEY EDDINGS

clroning on about crypto and his AI "art" Ii'lt nrore com{brtabk:

than being alc-,nc with n1'thoughts lbr more than a fbtt' hours.

Then thcre rvas sad-boy l)om, arrd rnnsici:rn 'Iller. and

fashion clesisner l-isa, all br-rrnitrg briglrt lbr the first Ii:r.t'months

olclates ancl texting, tht:n {izzlinq ottt as thc ncrvness rvithcred

ancl the realitv o1'rny sarcasm and emotional dctachmcnt be-

carne far lcss cha,rnting and rnuch rrtore draining.

\orr. rnv f iencls art: outpacinq me in aclulthood l'ith their

lir}filling careers and rcl:rtionships rthile mv lot'r: lilb is as dr-v

a-. blrrrtt tozrst. I don't ert,ctt hat'e a cat to blunt rty loneliness.

\Iarinatir-rg in mt'patheticness. I chanqr: into my su'e atpalltsl

bun'ou' into a nest of ltlankets" and 1)otlr a glass of'prosecco.

And atrother.

Oops, and a third becautsc in this cconolrl)/ I cau't allcird

to \,vaste Ieftover bublrlr', and I have lirr trto mltch class to rnix

thc flat ieftovers r'r,ith orange.itticc tomorlolv morning.

Nothing pairs as rvell u,ith a tipsv Fridav night in as much

as a social media doomscroll. Lab lats probabl,v havc gleatcr

resistance to stimltlus than me at this point" 'l-hc a.lgorithrn.

lvhich ustral\, -shor,vs rne unhitrged shit posts and sottp rccipes.

has pivotcd to r,idcos of'tnett talkinq altout hrllv to lre a sull-

portivc parlner and ofli:ring practical exanrplrs.

\Vhilc I clon't. hv principle, enjo,v seeitrs merr inflate their

egos lirrther (or talk in general). tht'se contcnt cl'cators seenl

to offer genuitrcly helpful advicc aucl actit,lt itcms tr-r slrpporl-

a. significant other. so I clon't leel disdain quitr: so acutelt'as I

usuallv r'r'ould.

And then, I get thc jutnp scale of alljump scares"

Hirn.

WELL, ACTUALLY

Dark, 11,;11,y hair. Piercine gray eves and ofle
iashes fiarned by tortoiseshell glasses. .,\ jau'lin,
tempt a nun to sin and a mrnbly voir:e yon can'l ht.

ine betlr,er:n,vour thighs.
()orgeor-rs and he damn wcll knolvs it.
Rl,lie fuckinr Coopcr.

I'l.e worked hard over the vcars to train n:i
not to shorv me this asshole dr:spite his prer.alcn,
q'ro\rring fanbase, but thc universe is a mcssr- birr
disrupting my peace of mind.

Rylie Cooper has built a platlbrm on the f.ri ;
rhc prophetic one to guidc rnen out of toxic nlts.
:ncce sslitl lons con has earned him a hear ih sp,-

ivell-listened-to podcast and over one milliou t,_,r

.hiping his hollorn. gospel.

1'he hypocrisv is unmatched.

I'rre alwa.ys been the type of'person to P r
irless mv tongue to a cavity, just to see hon' rnut it
rt hurt, and oltsessively w-atching his l-ideos c,i ,

.rgain r,r,hen they pop r-rp is no dilTcrent, rhe rase :

.-r. \\'ith each caress of his deep voice. This tu:r,

.iines, he's talkine about rvhat makes 2. rrtorl ? {,_

:rarticularly in bed. As if this discarded lbreskin

-irrs any clue.
''If this describes your rnan," Cooper starts in :

-,-ra1 r'oice, holdine a teenl-tirry bedazzlcd mic r-L1r

rctlt'folmed lips, "hc's not the man fol you."

Hc launches into a spiel of'poignant-- il nc,.

.rrivclv dating \\iomen er.ervwhere-., rcason,i rc,
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certain behaviors, a floating notes app list greenscreened be-

hind him. My blood starts to boil at the final three points.

"If he's dedicated to a frat to the point that he refers to

other men not biologically or familially related to him as his

blood brothers, run." He levels a devastating look at the cam-

era, humor glinting in his eyes. 'And if you've had the unfor-

tunate experience of being in said frat house, run to a clinic

that can immediately test you for communicable diseases."

He pauses for half a second with perfect (fucking gag me)

comedic timing. "If you try to tell him before sex or during

foreplay rvhat you really want, and he waves you off like he

kpor,vs all that, then is six inches to the left, he's not the man for

you. Do not return to his bed." There's an almost-imperceptible

cocky tilt to his lips, like this is a problem he's never created.

'And if you have real feelings for him or he says he has

real feelings for you, then he ghosts you, he is, most definitely,

not the one for you. Protect your peace, delete his number'"

This one is delivered with raw- sincerity, a stunning good guy

acknowledging the plight of so many women.

What a crock of horse shit.

This is coming from the man whom I dated fbr about two

months in college, an experience so awful, he scarred my love

life for eternity. He is the archetype of a dirtbag and it makes

me sick to my silly little stomach that he's seduced the world

into thinking he's the patron saint of nice guys.

\4y drunken fingers take over, and I'm hitting "stitch" be-

fore I can even worry ibout the fact that I've never used the

feature before.

-Cooper's video cuts offas he advises viewers to not return

WELL, ACTUALLY

to a fumbling man's bed, ancl rn1 skeptical refle
l;ack at me, lip curled and one dark eyebror.l,raiser

hair as icy as mv attirud(. as I hit recorcl. I kecp it
point-tr.r,o sr:conds befitre btrrstins out laughine.

"I'[l sort'y," I say thror-toh a snort. ,,I3ut that r.ic

hilarious comins fi.orn the biggest fuckbov I,r,e ,

t';rcklc again, thcn let out a stczrdr-ing brcath thr, ,

lips. "L,ither Rylic Cooper is dabblins in r:xrr-en,r,:,

ize'd satire, or he knor,vs his prcttv pr.ivilcge rlill .i j

qet awa.v with lving to yorr all." I l:rush again. ,,1 ,r ,'

ir human, to find out is dit,ine, so alloll,me to sht ci

,)n thc tluth of'rvho he is."

I'm unrcasonahly happy that rll.cleerp recl :l
Ln for shootins carlier today sg11,ir,.ed mv clrinkr:
I arn fil:king/ieling mt.sclf as I cock a clanser.ori. .

I aITIel a.

"'fhis uuy".- I m:rke a mental note to edir l
,f Oooper at this spot "took me on a handiir_
i,,lleee, hllcd rvith ar least hall'a dozcn r.ecl flal.,
( )ur rciationship'1 I throrv in some assressive ail
lrv free hand, mv long. almond-shaped nails par:.
treen. additrg extra drama to the mo\iemcnr- ..

n the nisht he told rne he had lbelings fbr nre. rh.:
,r atch him pl:ry hours o1'shirtless be er ponu at ht. I

1'his three-pump chumlt then led me tcl his roonr .,

.rrss on thc floor" narv a fitted sheet orpillorvca,.
:riqht add --then finished up what rnight be sonre.

.Ll tiess intr:rcourse knort,n to human histon. in ai,
-r'conds. \Vhat an amazins first tirne lcrr nl.-, onr trrl
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